This document has checklists for each of the stages of reading development as assessed by the DRA.
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Emergent Reader (DRA A-3)

Left-to-Right Tracking of Print’

Consistent 1:1 match

Distinguishes letters and words,

Understands book language (front/back,
cover, title, author, etc.)

Understands concepts of letter/sound,
beginning end, first/last)

Problem-solves unknown words using picture
and beginning letter/sound

Monitors and Self- Corrects miscues

Makes predictions using pictures

High Frequency Words (10 or more known)

Makes connections fo text

Ask questions about pictures and/or text

Personal response 1o fext (e.g.- favorite
page and why)

Retell and Discuss story

Hears/Writes Tnitial and Final Sounds

Name favorite book & why (enjoys books)

Distinguishes pictured rhyming words

Tdentifies upper/lowercase letters/sounds

‘Segments sentences into words

Recognizes/Writes Own Name.

Develops Fluency with Familiar Texts
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Early Reader (DRA 4-12)

Use meaning, structure. and visual information o
problem-solve unknown words

‘Monitors for meaning & self-corrects miscues

Use analogies To decode words with similar spelling
patterns (eq- day,night)

Uses known words fo self -monitor.

Reads in 2-3 word phrases.

Reads dialogue with expression

Preview a fext and create predictions

“Makes connections 10 fext

“Asks questians abaut pictures & Text

‘Wakes inferences from pictures & fext

Creates sensory images while reading

‘Quickly recognizes many known sight words

Gives Personal Response 10 Text (eg- favorite
part/opinion & why)

Retell story or information

‘Supports opinions with picture/Text evidence

Blends phonemes info words

Generates rhyming words

‘Segments words info phanemes (oral/written)

“Segments words info onsets and imes

Tdentify long and short vowel sounds

Begins To rely more on fext Than pictures

PEY] Tdentify words with vowel pattems
15 [Reads onger fexts ina variety of genres

LATER
EARLY
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Transitional Reader (DRA 14-2:

Reads longer fexts ina variety of genres

Relies more on Text than pics for meani

Use many cues o problem-solve words quickly
Sets purpose for reading a fext

‘Quickly self-correct significant miscues

Uses fix-up strategies when meaning s unclear.
Reads in longer phrases and with expression

‘Attends 10 and reads punctuation

Reads at an appropriate rate
‘Monitors meaning across several pages/chapters

Developing strategies for understanding a variety
of fext structures
‘Gains information from fext features
Makes connections fo enhance understanding
Recalls main ideas and supporting details
(summarizes to determine importance)
Makes inferences and discuss what s implied
‘Supports opinions with fext evidence
Uses analogies o decode words with common
Iling patterns
‘Search and monitor vowel patrerns inwords
Understands graphic information (charts, fables,
graphs, et
Uses word parts o determine meaning (&4 pre
fixes, suffixes)
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Exiending Reader (DRA 28-30]
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[Genente reevant questions beforeand Gunngreadng |
TrRerpret orTaon pres rieq GTapeaTy (e 3 - Rslc chart
graphs, maps, dagrams)

“Ungerstand Tremeaning oTEommon profes. w
‘andsuffixes (e.g- ess. ful) and useto analyze unfamiliar
wards.
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